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ANINOPTERIS - A NEW GENUS OF THE MATONIACEAE

Razvan GIVULESCU
Str. Donath 17, M2, 66, CLUJ-NAPOCA.

Key words: Lias. Anina. Romania. Matoniaceae.

1. Introduction

On various occasions the author dealt
with the fossil flora of the FEarly Lias-
sic (Hettangium-Sinemurium) of the town of
Anina (former Steierdorf) (Givulescu 1989,
1990a, 1990b; Givulescu et Czier, 1990). A
revision of the material kept in the collections
of the Botanical Museum at the University of
Cluj-Napoca pointed out the existence of sev-
eral genera and species unknown either in the
fossil flora at Anina or in the paleobotanical
literature of the Liassic in general. From the
latter category we will present a new genus be-
longing to the Matoniaceae.

2. Material and methods

Six samples were at the author’s disposal,
all showing compressions of pinnes. As their
epidermis is very thin, it could not be studied.
So, the author presents an exclusively morpho-
logical study.

Abstract: A beautiful material collected from the Early Liassic at Anina is
presented as a new Matoniaceae genus: Aninopteris gen. nov., genotypus
Aninopteris formosa nov. sp.

3. Description

Genus Aninopteris gen. nov.

Diagnosis. Pinnae with perpendicularly in-
serted, long, straight, separately attached pin-
nulae, with entire margins and rounded base.
Pinnules showing a strong median vein limited
by two rows of conic-shaped formations which
probably represent sporangia bearers.

Derivatio nominis: from the Anina town
in Banat, SW of Romania, where it was first
found.

Genotypus: Aninopteris formosa sp. nov.

Material studied: nos. 018, 027, 031, 032,
041, 075 Betanical Museum.

Discussion. It is different from the genus
Phlebopteris BROGNIART with which it was
often confused. According to Brongniart (in
Schimper 1:624) the genus Phlebopteris is char-
acterized as follows: ”... pinnae pinnatifidae,
pinnules elongata-lanceolatae tota basi inser-
tae, subdecurrentes vel confluentes”.
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