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Introduction

The second ALCAPA meeting is hosted by Romania. Following the 1992 first ALCAPA meeling from
Giraz. it sheares the same goal: to bring together researchers in Earth Sciences from, or interested in the
geology of Alpine, Carpathian and Pannonian regions. The direct contact, in field excursion, at the con-
ference, or in front of the posters, between scientists from Eastern, Central and Western Europe, and even
from outside Kurope is in fact vital for finding, if not a common view, very unusual in science, at least
a common language and acceptance of the basic facts. Indeed, the last tens of years have introduced an
eastward increasing gap in information, circulation of persons and papers and interpreiation of field data
between geologists from the free countries and those from the communist countries of Europe 1F the former
are for a long time familiar with computer modelling, structural analysis and modern geochemical and iso-
topic techniques, the latter have reached high field, palcontologic, lithostratigraphic and/or sedimeutologic
knowledge of their study areas. So, when teams from cast and west are doing joint work, the former might
find difficult to understand computer modelling, paleostress analysis or comparisons with the Alps, while for
the latter the details and names of the multitude of tectonic, stratigraphic or petrographic units from the
Carpathians might seem a jungle.

" It is also by the way of the ALCAPA project, now project no. 114 within the East-West fund of the
Austrian Academy of Sciences, submitted in 1991 and founded starting with 1995, that this gap might be

‘reduced.

In the last 2-3 years many scientific contacts were established between different groups, which started
to work together in the field or in the laboratories from eastern or western universities or institutions, aft
ALCAPA I meeting. Also a lot of other forms of scientific facilities. like short courses, conference
by well-known scientific personalities, bilateral visits, stages of specialisation, PhD or postdoctoral grants,
create a real intérest for research activity, especially ameng the young seientists. We hope that in the future
programs the eastern scientists will be involved and work in more and more international programs, in the
same normal conditions and style as the western ones.

ALCAPA I was a success due to our collegues from Graz, especially by the effort and interest of Prof. E.
Wallbrecher and Prof. F. Neubauer. ALCAPA 1 will now start due to thie enthusiasn of a team from the
Geological-Geophysical Department of University Bucharest and from the Geological Institute of Romania.
We ‘are happy to thank both institutions for the logistic help offered whenever we asked for. Special thanks
to Prof. F. Neubauer, now at Salzburg University, for the active managing and scientific contribution, and
for the financial help in printing the Abstracts and Field-guide books.

And now we wish to the participants to the ALCAPA I meeting a fine weather for the field excursion
and success in the symposia. :
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